Microhemagglutination test for detection of antibodies to nuclear Sm and ribonucleoprotein antigens in systemic lupus erythematosus and related diseases.
A reproducible hemagglutination procedure to detect antibodies to Sm and ribonucleoprotein nuclear antigens is described. The application and interpretation is discussed. The hemagglutination test was found to be more sensitive than the immunodiffusion test; however, the hemagglutination test may not detect the presence of low titers of anti-ribonucleoprotein in the presence of a high level of anti-Sm antibody. Anti-ribonucleoprotein antibodies in the presence of high titers of anti-Sm antibodies are best identified by gel precipitation methods where precipitin lines can be characterized by their interaction with precipitin lines produced by known prototype antisera.